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Misquotation of al-Tafsir al-Kabir 1. Sunni Scholars and
the Verse of Mut'a [4:24]

The Ithna ‘Ashari Shi'ts have always viewed temporary marriage [mut'a] as a permissible
contract in Islam. Their foremost proof for this view has been a part of the 24™ verse of Sura al-
Nisa’:
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“So, to those of them whose company you have enjoyed [istamta tum], give
their dues (dower) as obligated.” [4:24]

Shi'1 scholars have opined that these words refer to temporary marriage and thus identify it as the
“verse of mut'a.” The Sunni scholars, however, have written lengthy discussions on this
difference of opinion and have held the contrary position instead.

One of the major Sunni scholars to discuss this was Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606), author of the
voluminous commentary of the Qur’an entitled Mafatih al-Ghayb—more famously known as
‘al-Tafsir al-Kabir’ [“The Major Commentary”’]—that discusses the views of all sects related to
Islam. The Answering-Ansar team has also quoted this work in support of their view that
according to its author, al-Razi, the aforementioned verse was revealed concerning temporary
marriage. They write:

Quoting Answering-Ansar:

Sunni commentaries of the verse 4:24 prove that it refers to
Mutah

The Wahabi author not only demonstrates his contempt for the Qur'an, but also
his disregard for the Sunni Tafsir writers who have all agreed that this verse
deals explicitly with Mut'ah and nothing else. We shall now cite 16 books of
Ahl'ul Sunnah who testify from Companions it referred to Mut'ah. Sunni Ulama

undoubtedly confirm that this verse refers to Mut'ah. As proof we have relied on
the following Sunni texts:

Tafseer Kashaf, Volume 1 page 20- commentary of Nisa
Tafseer ibn Katheer, Volume 1 page 84
Tafseer Tabari, Page 9 part 5
Tafseer Fathul Qadeer, page 14
Tafseer Gharib Qur'an, page 2 part 5
Tafseer Qurtabi, Volume 5 page 60
Tafseer Mu'alim al Tanzeel, Volume 1 page 63
Tafseer Khazan, Volume 1 page 63 Ayat Mut'ah
Tafseer Kabeer, Volume 3 page 95

. Tafseer Durre Manthur, Volume 2 page 140

. Tafseer Akham of Quran, Volume 2 page 45

. Tafseer Baydhawi, Volume 2 page 9

. Tafseer Haqgani, Volume 2 page 3

. Tafseer Ahmadi, Volume 1 page 10

. Tafseer Jama al Bayan, Volume 1 page 22
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16. ﬁ Tafseer Mazhari, Volume 3 page 18

Mut'ah; a comprehensive guide, page 24-25

Here it is stated that all Sunni commentators of the Holy Qur’an are in agreement that the verse
under discussion refers to nothing but temporary marriage, and al-Razi was also one of the
scholars who “confirm” that this verse refers to temporary marriage. Further in this very same
piece of writing, the Answering-Ansar team mentions that al-Razi also viewed that this verse
was not abrogated.

Quoting Answering-Ansar:

Testimony of Sunni 'Ulama that the Verse of Mut'ah was Not Abrogated

We have the testimony of many Sunni 'ulama that the verse on Mut'ah has not
been abrogated.

Tafseer Fathul Qadeer Volumel p. 14

Tafseer Khazan Volumel p. 23

Tafseer Mu'alim al Tanzeel volumel p. 63

Tafseer Tabari Page5 part 15

Tafseer Kashaf Volumel p. 20

Tafseer Gharab al Qur'an p. 4 part5

Tafseer Kabeer Volume3 p. 9

Tafseer Manar Volume5 page 15 by Rashed Manar

In Fathul Qadeer:

Ibn Abbas said the verse of Mut'ah - i.e. it has not been abrogated.
In Tafseer Mu'alim al Tanzeel

Ibn Abbas said: "The verse of Mut'ah was an order and it's Halal.

In Tafseer Kabeer

The verse of Mut'ah appears in the Qur'an, no verse has come down to
abrogate it.

Mut'ah; a comprehensive guide, page 156

In this instance, they also quote al-Raz1’s “testimony.”
These quoted statements found on Answering-Ansar clearly try to portray the image that:

1. The author of al-Tafsir al-Kabir, namely al-Razi, is among those Sunni commentators
who “confirm that this verse refers to Mut'ah.”

2. Sunni commentators of the Holy Qur’an “all agree that this verse explicitly deals with
Mut'ah and nothing else.”



3. al-Razi has explicitly stated that the verse under discussion has not been abrogated by any
verse; supported with a quote of his alleged “testimony” from al-Tafsir al-Kabir.

Now if one actually refers to al-Tafsir al-Kabir, he will find that this is yet another attempt of the
Answering-Ansar team to pull the wool over the eyes of common and unwary Muslims:

One — al-Raz1’s Interpretation of the Verse of Mut 'a

What al-Razi has actually stated in his explanation of this specific part of the verse is:
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“His, the Exalted, statement: ‘So, to those of them whose company you have
enjoyed, give their dues (dower) as obligated.’

There are some issues concerning this verse:

First issue:

‘Enjoyment’ [istimta’] linguistically means to gain benefit. All that is
benefited from, is ‘property’ [mata’]. It is said: ‘The man benefited [istamta’)
from his child,” and it is said about someone who died in his adolescence: ‘He

did not benefit [yatamatta’] from his youth.’

He, the Exalted, has said: ‘Our Lord, some of us have benefited from [istamta’]
others...’ [8:128], and He said: ‘You have consumed your good things in your



worldly life, and have enjoyed [istamta tum] them.’ [46:20]: which means: you
have been hasty? in benefiting from them. He (also) said: ‘So you enjoyed
[istamta tum] your share...’ [9:69]: which means: (you benefited) from your
portion and your destined share from the world.

There are two objectives in His statement: ‘So, to those of them whose
company you have enjoyed’:

First: So to the married women [al-mankiihat] whose company you have
enjoyed from either intercourse or contract with them, give them their dues
for that; then the attributable to ‘those’ [ma] was dropped to counteract
ambiguity. Like it was dropped from His statement: ‘It is, of course, one of
the courageous conducts.’ [42:43]

Second: The ‘those’ [ma] in His statement will be: ‘...all, except these’ [4:24]
in the meaning of women, and ‘of’ [min] in His statement °...of them...’
[4:24] is for portioning. The personal pronoun in His statement: ‘bihi’ [4:24]
is attributable to the word ‘those’ [ma], for it is one in wording, and in His
statement ‘give their dues...’ [4:24] to the meaning of ‘those’ [ma], for it is
plural in meaning.

His statement: ‘their dues’ [4:24]: meaning: their dowers. He, the Exalted,
has said: ‘If one cannot afford to marry...’ [4:24] to ‘So marry them with the
permission of their masters, and give them their dues,...’ [4:25] and these are
the dowers. The same is His statement ‘give their dues...’ [4:24] here. He, the
Exalted, has stated in another verse: ‘There is no sin for you if you marry
them, when you give them their dowers.’ [60:10]. Verily, the dower was called
‘due’ because it is a replacement of beneficial services, not of objects, just as
the replacement of the beneficial services of a house or a riding animal.

And Allah knows best.”

e Mafatih al-Ghayb [al-Tafsir al-Kabir], of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606), volume 10,
page 49-50 [Beirut]

This explanation clearly shows that according to al-Razi this verse does not refer to temporary
marriage because he considers it to be referring to married women [mankithat] and their dower to
be the same as the dower mentioned in the verses about marriage. His position is further
confirmed from his counting of women mentioned in this verse under the fourth category of

divorced women in the same work.

He states:



“The fourth category of divorced women [mutallaqat]: Those (women) who
are entered into but are not obliged. The ruling of this category is mentioned
in His, the Exalted, statement: ‘So, to those of them whose company you have
enjoyed.’ [4:24]”

e Mafatih al-Ghayb [al-Tafsir al-Kabir], of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606), volume 6,
page 146 [Beirut]

Whereas it is known that in the temporary marriage disseminated by Ithna’ "Asharis, the women
are neither counted among the four married women, nor do they get divorced.

As it is related in Shi'7 texts that the 5" infallible Imam, Muhammad al-Baqir, has said about a
woman in temporary marriage:
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“She is not from the four (married women) because neither does she get
divorced, nor does she inherit. Indeed, she is a rented woman.”
e al-Kaft, of Abu Ja far al-Kulayni (d. 329), volume 5, page 451 [Tehran]
e Sahih al-Kafi, of Muhammad Baqjir al-Bahbiidi, volume 3, page 46 [Tehran]

These facts evidently show that al-Razi did not view this verse to be referring to temporary
marriage.

Two — The Opinion of Sunni Commentators about the Verse

After stating what is mentioned above, al-Razi briefly discusses the role of this verse in the
jurisprudential dispute between the Sunni Imams Abu Hanifa and al-Shafi'l related to the
seclusion of a married couple [al-khalwa al-sahiha] and the dower.

Following that second issue, he states:
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“Third issue:

There are two opinions concerning this verse:



First of the two—and this is the opinion of the majority of the scholars of the
Muslim community—is: His statement: ‘Seek through your wealth,...’ [4:24]:
what is meant by it is the seeking of women with wealth in the way of
marriage. And His statement: ‘So, to those of them whose company you have
enjoyed’ [4:24]: (means that) if he enjoyed her company by entering her, he
will give her the entire dower, and if he enjoyed her company (only) by the
contract of marriage, he will give her half of the dower.

The second opinion: What is meant by this verse is the ruling of ‘temporary
marriage’ [mut a), and this is a term used for when the man hires the woman
with a known amount and a prescribed period so he can have intercourse
with her.”

e Mafatih al-Ghayb [al-Tafsir al-Kabir], of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606), volume 10,
page 49 [Beirut]

al-Razi has clearly stated here that the majority of the Muslim community—i.e. the Ahl al-
Sunna wa al-Jama a—are of the view that this verse refers to marriage and its dower, as opposed
to the Answering-Ansar team who claim that all Sunni commentators are of the view that this
verse refers only to temporary marriage. However, their claim is not only shown to be a lie by
referring to al-Tafsr al-Kabir, but also to some major Shi'7 works.

The major Shi'i Ithna’ "Ashari scholar Abu Ja'far al-Tust (d. 460), for example, has stated
concerning the meaning of this part of the verse in his al-Tibyan:

G B Sl ga 5l g e g el JB (gt 40 alaiiail Lad 4l 68
Liade 58 5 ansa Jal ) el g (gaull 5 (e

“His Statement: ‘So, to those of them whose company you have enjoyed’:

al-Aasan, Mujahid, and Ibn Zayd have said: This is marriage. Ibn "Abbas
and al-Suddi said: This is temporary marriage, for a specified period, and
this is (the opinion of) our school.”

e al-Tibyan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an, of Abu Ja'far al-TasT (d. 460), volume 3, page 165
[Qum]

It is evident from al-TiisT’s commentary that early Sunni commentators such as Mujahid ibn Jabr
(d. 102), al-Hasan al-Bast7 (d. 110) and Ibn Zayd (d. 182) did not concern this verse to be
referring to temporary marriage, but to “permanent” marriage. The same opinion is held by al-
Razi (d. 606), who also mentioned that this is the opinion of the majority of the scholars, as cited
above. Among later scholars, the Sunni commentator al-Sayyid Shihab al-Din al-Alisi (d. 1270)
even went to the extent of explicitly saying:
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“‘So, to those (of them) whose company you have enjoyed’ [4:24]: This proves
that the meaning of ‘enjoyment’ is intercourse and penetration, not
‘enjoyment’ in the meaning of temporary marriage [mut a] as the Shi'a say.
And the recitations they quote from those who were preceded among the
Companions, are anomalous.”

e Rith al-Ma ani fi Tafsir al-Qur’an al-"Azim wa al-Sab" al-Mathant, of Shihab al-Din
al-Aliis1 (d. 1270), volume 5, page 7 [Cairo]

The readers should compare these quotes of both Sunni and Shi'7 scholars to the objectionable
statements of the Answering-Ansar team:

Quoting Answering-Ansar:

It is then established, without a doubt, that Allah (swt) is referring to temporary
marriage in the ayat al-Mut'ah. This is agreed upon by the Sunni Tafsir writers.

Mut'ah; a comprehensive guide, page 24

And:

Quoting Answering-Ansar:

The Wahabi author not only demonstrates his contempt for the Qur'an, but also
his disregard for the Sunni Tafsir writers who have all agreed that this verse
deals explicitly with Mut'ah and nothing else.

Mut'ah; a comprehensive guide, page 24

Three — al-Raz1’s Alleged “Testimony”

The Answering-Ansar team does not stop at boldly lying about Sunni scholars and their opinions
concerning this verse, they also quote the “testimony” of al-Razi from al-Tafsir al-Kabir:

Quoting Answering-Ansar:

We have the testimony of many Sunni 'ulama that the verse on Mut'ah has not
been abrogated.

Mut'ah; a comprehensive guide, page 156

After quoting a list of references—that includes al-Tafsir al-Kabir—in support of this claim,
they write:

Quoting Answering-Ansar:

In Tafseer Kabeer

The verse of Mut'ah appears in the Qur'an, no verse has come down to
abrogate it.

Mut'ah; a comprehensive guide, page 156




Now the question whether these words are al-Razi’s? No, they’re not.

It is also very improbable for al-Razi to have said those lines as it has been shown that this verse
does not refer to temporary marriage in his view to begin with, and there is no other verse said to
be allowing temporary marriage.

When al-Razi discussed whether this verse refers to temporary marriage or not, he clearly quoted
two differing opinions of the Muslim community under the “third issue” as quoted earlier.
Following that, he continues to mention the proofs for both opinions under the same issue, and
then concludes:
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“Verily, we do not deny that temporary marriage was permissible. But what
we say about it is: It was abrogated. On this account, even if this verse
proved that it is lawful, that will not diminish our view. This is also the reply
to their clinging on to the recitation of Ubayy and Ibn "Abbas because that
recitation, on account of its veracity, does not prove anything except that
temporary marriage was lawful, and we do not dispute about that. In fact,
what we say about it is: Indeed, abrogation has taken place upon it, and the
proofs you have mentioned do not disprove our opinion.”

. Mafdtﬂf al-Ghayb [al-Tafsir al-Kabir], of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606), volume 10,
page 55 [Beirut]

This evidently shows that according to al-Razi this verse was not revealed about temporary
marriage and—as he himself stated—even if it did, it will still be considered abrogated just as
temporary marriage is.

As for the fabricated epigram attributed to al-Tafsir al-Kabir by the Answering-Ansar team as
the “testimony” of “Sunni 'ulama,” that is in fact a narration [fadith] of ‘Imran ibn Husayn
(ra)—which has been refuted by Sunni scholars time and time again—quoted by al-Razi in the
context of citing proofs for those who believe that this verse refers to temporary marriage, not a
statement of any Sunni scholar.

Conclusion — End of the Painstaking Journey with a Single Reference

The aforementioned study undoubtedly shows that one does not have to go through the dragging
and flighty list of references submitted by the Answering-Ansar team to see how they have
blatantly lied about the position of al-Razi and Sunni scholars in general about the verse of
mut a, but just refer to al-Tafsir al-Kabir alone. It is for this reason, that the main focus of this



article was this great commentary of the Holy Qur’an—not undermining the fact that it also
shows how they have misquoted another Sunni text to support their claims.

The following summary guide of the study demonstrates how the lies of Answering-Ansar about
Sunni scholars in their article entitled ‘Mut'ah, a comprehensive guide’ are uncovered by only
referring to al-Tafsir al-Kabir:

o \ Answering Ansar Team says:

Upon Referring to al-Tafsir al-Kabir:

“Sunni Ulama undoubtedly
confirm that this verse refers
to Mut'ah. As proof we have
1 relied on the following Sunni
texts.”  (al-Tafsir  al-Kabir
referenced as one of the relied
texts)

The author of al-Tafsir al-Kabir,
Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606),
himself believes that this verse does
not refer to temporary marriage
[mut a] and relates the same about
the majority of the Muslim scholars.

“The Wahabi author not only

demonstrates his contempt for
the Qur'an, but also his
disregard for the Sunni Tafsir
writers who have all agreed
that this verse deals explicitly
with Mut'ah and nothing else.”

The great commentator al-Raz1 does
not believe that this verse refers to
temporary marriage and mentions
that to be the “opinion of the
majority of the scholars of the
Muslim community.”

“We have the testimony of
many Sunni 'ulama that the
verse on Mut'ah has not been
abrogated... In Tafseer
Kabeer: The verse of Mut'ah
appears in the Qur'an, no
verse has come down to
abrogate it.”

al-Raz1 states that even if the verse
refers to temporary marriage, it will
be considered abrogated. The cited
words are actually a narration of a
Companion, not a “testimony” of
Sunni scholars.

Now, can the Answering-Ansar team inform their readers of why:

1. They have counted al/-Tafsir al-Kabir among references that supposedly show that Sunni
scholars “confirm” that this verse refers to temporary marriage, when its author holds the
opposite view?

2. They blatantly lied that all Sunni commentators of the Holy Qur’an are of the view that
this verse refers only to temporary marriage?

3. They have quoted a narration of a Companion in al-Tafsir al-Kabir as a “testimony of
Sunni 'ulama”?



The answer, to the Sunnis, is pretty obvious.

It is only Allah (swt) who gives success, and blessings and peace be upon the Seal
of the Prophets, his Pure Progeny and his Companions

¢ ¢ ¢
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